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HIGHLIGHTS

SKA inauguration

After more than 30 years of design and prototypes, the construction of the SKA telescopes has started in
Australia and South Africa. The official ceremonies for the most important radio telescope in the World
took place on December 5th 2022 in Australia and South Africa. The antenna arrays Ska-Low and
Ska-Mid will form the two largest and most complex radio telescope arrays ever built. Italy boasts a long
tradition in the field of radio astronomy and through the National Institute of Astrophysics (INAF) is one of
the first nations to have taken part to the project. An example of INAF contribution to the project is the
antenna solution adopted for SKA-Low.

Pietro Bolli, the INAF coordinator of the working group antenna for SKA-Low, says: "The SKALA4.1
antenna, selected for the SKA-LOW radio telescope, is the result of a long research and development
project in which the INAF Astrophysical Observatory of Arcetri, as responsible for this work package, has
invested a strong effort. In collaboration with other partners, the Arcetri Observatory has participated in all
the most significant actions in the development of the antenna: from design to simulations, from the
prototype to the experimental characterization.Currently 78,000 antennas are being produced by a private
company, which represents a virtuous example of public-private partnership”.

Team INAF-OAA: Pietro Bolli (INAF coordinator of the working group antenna for SKA-Low), Carlo Baffa,
Carolina Belli, Simone Chiarucci, Giovanni Comoretto, Paola Di Ninni, Elisabetta Giani, Georgios
Kyriakou, Giulia Macario.

Artistic rendering of SKA radio telescope.Credits: SKAO
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Students of the University of Firenze at the Telescopio Nazionale Galileo, La Palma (Canary Islands), where they
enjoyed a study holiday thanks also to the fundings provided by Magini family in the framework of the Magini Prize
for the best Master Degree in Astrophysics obtained in an lItalian university promoted by INAF Astrophysical
Observatory of Arcetri. Credits: TNG/UNIFI.
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