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TECHNOLOGICAL MILESTONES

PLATO - Instrument Control Unit (ICU) first switch-on

On August 26th, the first engineering model of the PLATO ICU has been switched on at INAF/IAPS in Rome. It 
represents a fundamental milestone for the overall PLATO Program development and accomplishment, as the ICU is 
the main computer on Payload side and the only electrical interface towards the Service Module (platform) on-board 
computer and mass memory subsystems. Most of the PLATO ICU HW and part of the on-board SW have been 
developed by Kayser Italia in Livorno (http://www.kayser.it) with a contribution from the IWF Institute in Graz 
(Austria), while the Unit’s Application SW is developed by INAF/IAPS in Rome and the University of Wien.
PLATO is the third Medium-class Mission of the European Space Agency (ESA), aimed at the discovery and 
characterisation of exoplanets and exoplanetary systems exploiting the transits method, down to Earth-like twins 
orbiting stars similar to our own Sun. Italy, with ASI and INAF, plays a fundamental technological role as it is 
responsible for the provision to the PLATO Mission Consortium (PMC) of the ICU along with the telescopes, and is 
providing the PLATO targets input catalog and the contribution to the coordination of the overall Consortium thanks 
to the Mission CoPi-ship.
INAF Arcetri Astrophysical Observatory is involved with Mauro Focardi in the coordination of the ICU design and 
development activities, as he’s working as ICU System Engineer.

https://platomission.com/2018/05/14/instrument-control-unit-icu/
Media INAF: https://www.media.inaf.it/2020/09/01/plato-ha-acceso-il-cervello/
Global Science: https://www.globalscience.it/22004/plato-testato-il-computer-di-bordo-icu/
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