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TECHNOLOGICAL MILESTONES

NASA's Mars Perseverance

On Feb. 18,2021, NASA's Mars Perseverance rover made its final descent to the Red Planet.

Thanks to terrain-relative navigation, Perseverance landed in a very safe plain area named Canyon de Chelly,
which is about 2 kilometers south-est from the delta, at the border of two different geological units. Still
debating among the science team if the rocks nearby the rover are sedimentary or volcanic. All check-outs
show nominal conditions. Next step will be helicopter deployment.

Team: John Brucato (collaborator), Teresa Fornaro (partecipating scientist), Giovanni Poggiali
(collaborator).

Perseverance Rover's Descent and Touchdown on Mars (Onboard Camera Views):
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/multimedia/videos/?v=46 |

Media:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/ | HekDXp2ADiDZPfvLypDmnSWHZ5H | adl4RWtKm]UseWg/edit?usp=s
haring S

Cr: NASA
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MOONS-ESO: fixed optics

The MOONS-ESO team at UK Astronomy Technology Centre (Edinburgh) fitted all the fixed optics into their

mounts and subsystems.

The fixed optics have been successfully installed, designed, manufactured and tested by INAF-OAA: these are the

dichroics that separate the light spectrum of the thousand optical fibers in the three different branches of which
MOONS is composed (branch H, JY and RI) and of two of the six earth rods, in particular those of the Y] branch.
All the parts are held in place with springs and sprung clamps to ensure the glass is held gently enough not to
distort it, but also firmly enough that it will not move when being shipped, or should it be effected by an
earthquake at the telescope.

Team: A.Tozzi, E. Oliva, C. Del Vecchio

Link: https://vitmoons.org/202 1/02/12/installing-the-fixed-optics/
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POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

Rossella Spiga

After completing a Master Degree in Astronomy at University of Padova, |
attended the Master course in Science Journalism and Institutional
Communication at University of Ferrara, with a thesis on the communication
strategies of space agencies. | worked over ten years as outreach officer at
the Department of Physics and Astronomy of Padova. | usually write for
Media INAF and other magazines. | am the author of the chapter "Space,
Science and Society" in "Communicating Space Exploration: Challenges, State
of the Art and Future Trends” (F. Drigani, Springer, 2020). | collaborate with
the International Astronomical Union as deputy of the Italian National
Outreach Coordinator. At INAF Osservatorio Astrofisico di Arcetri | will be
in charge of the communication office.
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